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 "Do we get to use the iPads today Ms. Kwan?"    Lately, this is the frequent question I'm 

asked by my learners as they come into my classroom.   No longer do I hear "What are we doing 

today?"  As part of my inquiry into helping guide my learners with more AFL strategies I realized 

very quickly that one of my favourite social tools, my iPad2 may be the perfect  communicative 

bridge for student engagement, interactive multi-media learning and meaningful learning.  Youth 

already possess skills to interact on these social devices.  Fortuitously, my area District Principal of 

Learning Technologies, Audrey Van Alstyne has been working closely with me by supporting me 

with an iPad cart from The iPad Project.  I see my role as the project team leader in our school as a 

two-fold opportunity:  to experiment with different technologies in order to make informed 

recommendations for technology purchases for our new school and to experiment with these 

devices to see whether this particular technology will promote student learning.  I wonder if a 

classroom with iPads as learning tools would help me with my inquiry.  Will iPads, used judiciously 

and with learners (and not technology) as the focus, help students discover the joys of learning for 

learning's sake?  

 In my school, I have come across several teachers who believe technology is a distraction--

which I agree it can be if it is treated as a gimmick where lessons are technology centred and not 

learner focused.  Mayer makes a clear distinction between the two ways technology can be 

integrated into a classroom.  There is the “technology centred” classroom where the focus is on 
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what technology can do.  The technology becomes a means to access instruction.  Online instruction 

comes to mind when I think of this.  The goal is to use the technology for teaching.  Then there is 

“learner-centred” technology where the focus is on how the human mind works.  Technology in this 

classroom is used to assist human learning.  The goal in this case is to adapt the technology to 

promote learning.  This learner-centred focus is the type of scenario I envision to occur in my 

classroom with the iPad project.  Mayer says that a valuable feature of technology used 

appropriately in the classroom whether it is television, projectors, cd players or chalk and 

chalkboard is the advantage that it “allows for the presentation of multimedia instructional 

messages"  (2001-2009).  With iPads or laptops as learning tools, pictures, animation, music and 

words can be presented in a format that is easily accessible to learners and furthermore allows for 

greater “interactivity, computational power, graphic rendering and information retrieval that may 

not otherwise be feasible”.   

 What most interested me about Mayer’s “three metaphors of how learning works” is the 

research that supports the “knowledge construction view” because in it the role of technology is to 

guide learners’ cognitive processing during learning.  It helps the learner make sense of concepts 

and builds knowledge.   This is something that immediately struck me as apparent while my 

students worked on their first iPad activity in class.  With only 15 iPads to share, the students 

worked in pairs to research and present information in a jigsaw fashion various types of imagery in 

Shakespeare's Macbeth.   Ordinarily, I do this class activity with my classes by forming groups of 4 

to 5 students and I give each group one of my 4x6 whiteboards I purchased from Staples.  I have 6 

whiteboards and group the students accordingly.  The whiteboard and coloured markers are tools to 

record findings from the text and small group discussion and they add their personality and express 
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their creativity by illustrating the board with drawings to convey concepts they’ve learned to the 

rest of the class.  Presenting information in this way allows for great discussion and interactive 

learning.   

 With the iPads, I saw an opportunity to use apps within the devices in a way similar to 

whiteboards.   The iPad does not substitute for good teaching.  Instead it is a tool to use after you've 

taught them important concepts.  I use the iPads for reinforcement of learning, enrichment, 

discovery learning and presentations.  The advantages of using the iPads for research and class 

presentations over the whiteboard were surprisingly numerous.  A greater number of my ESL and 

challenged learners were on task whereas they tend to hide in group work settings allowing the 

stronger students to carry them; sitting quietly doing nothing as the stronger students led the 

discussion and completed most of the activity.  Because they worked in pairs with the iPads,  I 

simply had more engaged learners and completed presentations.  In the end, I had 15 different 

presentations to choose from instead of 6 whiteboard ones.  Using iPads for research using our wifi 

internet hub allowed for quick note-taking and capturing of images.  Students found the "Comic 

Life" app and the "Keynote" presentation app to be the quickest and easiest programs to use to 

create a multi-media presentation.  The apps were simple to use and even allowed for sharing online 

as the students now could send their finished projects and presentations through email or post it to 

their facebook page.  I even had some of them post to my wiki for shared study purposes.    

 In the end, with iPads, we were paper-free, we saved time and the presentations were more 

aesthetically pleasing because of the professional-looking templates within the apps.   I saw active 

engagement as they collected relevant quotes from the text and then surfed the net on their iPads to 

find corresponding supporting images, video and other media.  Students being able to share their 
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learning easily through their devices is one of the highlights of this iPad project.  Instead of taking 

written notes while their peers made their presentations, learners could focus on actively listening 

during the presentations and they had the opportunity to revisit the individual presentations online 

again at home.  It allowed for reflection and better digestion of the material.    Students also seemed 

quite proud of their work.   The apps presented their words and illustrations in a way that was 

polished and professional-looking.   The Apple TV allowed us to wirelessly make presentations 

straight from their iPads onto the LCD projector, mirroring what is on the iPad screen.  Learner 

interaction was great during the iPad activity.   I saw students helping one another with tips and 

techniques for capturing images and interacting with the devices.  There was much discovery 

learning as students explored the different apps and what they were capable of doing.  We 

collaborated on which apps proved to be most effective for our presentations.  Learners became 

active participants in acquiring and using knowledge.  

    I am still wary about using iPads just for the sake of using technology in class.   On many 

an occasion, I have let the iPad cart sit there in the corner of my room charging simply because 

what I was teaching and what they were learning was not going to be achieved any quicker or better 

with the technology.  However, aside from the planned iPad activities I have found the iPads to be a 

valuable resource in my classroom because they are within easy reach and ready to go.  I have been 

able to shift gears in the middle of a lesson and address those teachable moments by saying "Hey, 

good question...let's take out the iPads and look up where Stratford-on-Avon is!  We can use Google 

Street View to walk around Shakespeare's village!"   Technology for learning has so far proven to 

be one of many useful tools I’ve employed to assist me in providing quick and meaningful 

formative feedback to my students.  Because these iPads make quick work of research, formatting 
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and sharing, there is more time left for thinking and digesting of material.  I am able to provide 

feedback in a timely fashion and individual students are capable of being more productive learners.  

Just like my trusty old chalk and chalkboard, these iPads are part of an arsenal of tools I will 

continue to use to make learning meaningful and fun.
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